
What is SFD?

An excreta flow diagram (also often described as shit flow diagram, SFD) is a tool to readily understand 

and communicate visualizing how excreta physically flows through a city or town. It shows how excreta is 

or is not contained as it moves from defecation to disposal or end-use, and the fate of all excreta 

generated. An accompanying report describes the service delivery context of the city or town.

Shit Flow Diagram
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What is Shit Flow Diagram ?

1. It is

a. An effective communications and 
advocacy tool

b. A tool for engineers, planners and 
decision-makers

c. Based on contributing populations and an 
indication of where their excreta goes

d. A representation of public health hazard

e. An overview from which to develop 
sanitation priorities

2. It is NOT

a. Based on volumes/mass – these are 
determined by other related factors

b. A representation of public health risk (risk 
= hazard x behaviour)

c. A precise scientific analytical tool

1. ,J xU
1) rpwe;j jfty; njhlu;G kw;Wk; Mjupj;J tof;fhl

cjTk; rpwe;j fUtp MFk;

2) nghwpahsu;> jpl;lkpLgtu;fs;> KbntLg;gtu;fs; 
MfpNahUf;F Njitg;gLk; xU fUtp

3) rk;ge;jg;gl;l kf;fs; kw;Wk; mtu;fs; fopf;Fk; kyk; 
vq;F nry;fpwJ vd;gijg;nghWj;J jahupf;fg;gLtJ

4) nghJRfhjhu Mgj;ij tpsf;FtJ

5) Rfhjhu Kd;Dupikfis jahupf;f cjTk; 
NkNyhl;l topfhl;b

2. mJ ,J ,y;iy
1. msT vil / njhlu;GilaJ - ,tw;iw NtW gpw

,jw;Fj;njhlu;ghd Kiwfspy; msf;fg;gLfpwJ

2. nghJ Rfhjhu Mgj;ij tpsf;FtJ (Mgj;J =
அபாயகரமான x gof;fk;)

3. Jy;ypakhd mwptpay; Ma;Tf;fUtp



Shit Flow Diagram - India
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Shit Flow Diagram for Delhi



Shit Flow Diagram for Kochi
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City X – Sample Size 100
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 Urban Population: 9, 16,815 

 Total No. of households: 231,645

 Persons/Household: 4

 Households connected to sewers: 42 %

 Households with septic tank: 30 %

 Households with Single Pits/ Twin Pits:4 %

 Households with insanitary toilets: 10 %

o Insanitary toilets: On site sanitation system connected to open drains, 

storm water drains, water bodies etc., connected to pits without slab

 Households using community toilet: 14 %

The data given is for the activity, sourced from Census 2011

Data Sheet on SFD Activity- Tiruchirappalli 
City Corporation



THANK YOU


